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Mofl  Gracious  Sovereign^ 

E  Your  Majefty'smoft  Dutiful  and 
Loyal  Subiefts,  the  Comnv  ns  of 
Great  Britain  in  Paiiiamen;  af- 
fcmbled,  having  nothing  fo  much 
at  Heart,  as  to  enable  YourMa- 
jefty  to  bring  this  long  ai  d  ex- 
penfive  War  to  an  honourable 
and  happy  Conclusion  ;  have  ta- 
ken it  into  our  moft  ferious  Confi- 
deration,  how  the  neceffary  Sup- 
plies to  be  provided  by  us,  may  be  beft  applied,  and  how 
the  Common  Caufe  may  in  the  moft  effectual  Manner 
be  carried  on  by  the  united  Force  of  the  whole  Confede- 
racy. We  have  thought  ourfelves  obliged,  in  Duty  to  Your 
Majefty,  and  in  Difcharge  of  the  Truft  repofed  in  us,  to 
enquire  into  the  true  State  of  the  War  in  all  its  Parts ; 
we  have  examined  what  Stipulations  have  been  enrred 
into  between  Your  Majefty  and  Your  Allies,  and  how 
far  fuch  Engagements  have  on  each  fide  been  made  good  \ 
we  have  conikered  the  different  Interefts  which  the  Con- 
federates have  in  the  Succefs  of  this  War,  and  the  diffe- 
rent Shares  they  have  contributed  to  its  Support ;  we  have 
with  our  utmoft  Care  and  Diligence  endeavour'd  to  difco- 
ver  the  Nature,  Extent,  and  Charge  of  it,  to  the  end  that 
by  comparing  the  Weight  thereof  with  our  own  Strength, 
we  might  adapt  the  one  to  rhe  other  in  fuch  Meafure, 
as  neither  to  continue  Your  Majefty's  Subiefts  under  a 
heavier  Burden  than  in  Reafonand  Juftice  they  ought  to 
bear,  nor  deceive  Your  Majelty,  Your  Allies,  and  ourfelves, 
by  undertaking  more  than  che  Nation  in  its  prefent  Cir- 
cumftance  is  able  to  perform. 

Your  Majefty  has  been  gracioufly  pleafed,  upon  our 
humble  Applications,  to  order  fuch  Materials  to  be  laid 
before  us,  as  have  furnifhed  us  with  the  nectffary  Infor- 
mation upon  the  Particulars  we  have  enquired  inro  ;  and 
when  we  (hall  have  laid  before  Your  Majefty  our  Gbfer- 
vations  and  humble  Advice  upon  this  Subjeft,  we  pro- 
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mife  to  ourfelves  this  happy  Fruit  from  it,  That  if  Your 
Ma  jefty's  generous  and  good  Purpofes  for  the  procuring  a 
fafe  and  lafting  Peace  fhould,  through  the  Ooftinacy  of 
the  Enemy,  or  by  any  other  Means,  be  unhappily  defea- 
ted ;  a  true  Knowledge  and  Underftanding  of  the  paft 
Conduit  of  the  War,  will  be  the  beft  Foundation  for  a 
more  frugal  and  equal  Management  of  it  for  the  time  t;o 
come. 

In  order  to  take  the  more  perfect  View  of  what  we 
propofed,   and  that  we  might  be  able  to  fet  the  Whole 
before  Your  Majefty  in  a  true  Light,  we  have  thought  it 
neceffary  to  go  back  to  the  Beginning  of  the  War,   and 
beg  Leave   to   obferve    the  Motives  and   Reafons  upon 
which  his  late  Majefty  King  William  engag'd  firft  in  it. 
The  Treaty  of  the  Grand  Alliance  explains  thofe  Rea- 
fons co  be  for  the  fupporting  he  Pretenfions  of  his  Im- 
perial Majefty,  then  actually  engaged  ia  a  War  with  the 
French  King,   who  had  ufurped    the  entire  Spanijh  Mo- 
narchy for  his  Grandfon  the  Duke  of  An\ou;    And  for 
the  aflifting  the  States-General,  who  by  the  Lofs  of  their 
Earner  againftir^e,  were  ihen  in  the  fame  or  a  more 
dangerous  Condition,  than  if  they  were  a&ually  invaddd. 
As  thefe  were  the  juft  and  neceffary  Motives  for  underta- 
king this  War,  fo  the  Ends  propofLd  to  be  obtained  by  it 
were  equally  Wife  and  Honourable:  For  as  they  are  fet 
forth  in  the  Eighth  Article  of  the  fame  Treaty,  they  ap« 
pear  to  have  been,  the  Procuring  an  equitable  and  rea- 
sonable Satisfaction  to  his  Imperial  Majelty,  and  fufficient 
Securities  for  the  Dominions,  Provinces,  Navigation,  and 
Commerce  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain  and  the  States- 
General  •,  the  Making  effectual  Provition  that  the  two 
Kingdoms  of  France  and  Spain  (hould  never  be   united 
tinder  the  fame  Government,  and  particularly,  that  the 
French  fhould  never  get  into  the  Poffemon  of  the  Spanifl 
Weji > Indies,  or  be  permitted  to  fail  thither  upon  the  Ac 
count  of  iraffick,  under  any  Pretence  whatfoever  $  anc 
laitly,  the  Securing  to  the  Subjefts  of  the  King  of  Grea 
Britain  and  the  States-General,  all  the  fame  Privilege! 
and  eights  of  Commerce  throughout  the  whole  Domini 
ons  of  Spain,  as  they  enjoyed  before  the  Death  ofCharle: 
the  Second  King  of  Spain,  by  Virtue  of  any  Treaty,  A 
greeinent,  Cuitom,  or  any  other  Way  whatfoever :  Foi 
the  obtaining  thefe  Eids,  the  Three  confederated  Powen 
engaged  to  aluft  ore  another  with  their  whole  Force,  ac 
cording  to  fuch  Proportions  as  (hould  be  fpecified  in  a  par 
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ticular  Convention  afterwards  to  be  made  for  that  Put- 
pofe  :  We  do  not  find  that  any  fuch  Convention  was  ever 
ratified,  but  it  appears,  that  there  was  an  Agreement 
concluded,  which  by  common  Confent  was  underftood  to 
be  binding  upon  each  Party  refpeftively,  and  according  to 
which  the  Proportions  of  Great  Britain  were  from  the  Be- 
ginning regulated  and  founded  :  The  Terms  of  that  Agree- 
ment were,  That  for  the  Service  at  Land,  his  Imperial 
"Majefty  fhould  furnifh  Ninety  Thoufand  Men,  the  King 
of  Great  Britain  Forty  Thoufand,  and  the  States-Genera* 
One  Hundred  and  Two  Thoufand,  of  which  there  were 
Forty  Two  Thoufand  intended  to  fupply  their  Garrifons, 
and  Sixty  Thoufand  to  aft  againft  the  Common  Enemy  in 
the  Field;  and  with  regard  to  the  Operations  of  the  War 
at  Sea,  they  were  agreed  to  be  performed  Jointly  by  Great 
Britain  a»d  the  Scates-General-,  the  Qucta  of  Ships  to 
be  furnilhed  for  that  Service,  being  five  Eighths  on  the 
Part  of  Great  Britain,  and  three  Eighths  on  the  Part  of  the 
Srates-General. 

Upon  this  Foot  the  War  began  in  the  Year  1702,  at 
which  time  the  whole  yearly  Expence  of  it  to  England^ 
mounted  to  Three  Millions,  Seven  Hundred  and  Six 
Thoufand  Four  Hundred  Ninety  Four  Pounds ;  a  very 
|reat  Charge,  as  it  was  then  thought  by  Your  Majefty's 
jubjefts,  after  the  (hort  Interval  of  Eafe  they  had  enjoy 'd 
torn  the  Burden  of  the  former  War  ;  but  yet  a  very  mo- 
lerate^  Proportion  in  Comparifon  with  the  Load  which 
lath  fince  been  laid  upon  them  \  for  rt  appears,  by  EftU 
nates  given  in  to  Your  Commons,  that  the  Sums  neceffary 
carry  on  the  Service  for  this  prefent  Year,  in  the  fame 
nanner  as  it  was  performed  the  la  ft  Year,  amount  to  more 
han  Six  Millions,  Nine  Hundred  and  Sixty  Thoufand 
""ounds,  befides  Intereft  for  the  Publick  Debt,  and  the 
deficiencies  accruing  the  la  ft  Year  •,  which  two  Articles 
equire  One  Million,  One  Hundred  and  Forty  Three 
Thoufand  Pounds  more  :  So  that  the  whole  Demands  up- 
n  Your  Commons,  are  arifen  to  more  than  Eight  Millions 
ar  the  prefent  annual  Supply.  We  know  Your  Majefty's 
ender  Regard  for  the  Welfare  of  Your  People  will  make 
uneafy  to  You  to  hear  of  fo  great  a  Preffure  as  this  upon 
em;  and  as  we  are  affured  it  will  fully  convince  Your 
ajefty  of  the  Neceifity  of  our  prefent  Enquiry,  fo  we 
leg  Leave  to  reprefcnt  to  You  from  what  Caufes,  and  by 
hat  Steps,  this  immenfe  Charge  appears  to  have  grown 
jpon  us, 
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The  Service  at  Sea  as  it  hath  been  very  large  and  ex- 
tenfive  in  itfelf,  fo  it  hath  been  carried  on  through  the 
whole  Courfe  of  the  War,  in  a  Manner  highly  difadvanta- 
geous  to  Your  Majefty  and  Your  Kingdom  ;   for  the  Ne- 
ceifity  of  Affairs  requiring,  that  great  Fleets  fhould  be  fit- 
ted out  every  Year,  as  weH  for  the  maintaining  a  Superio- 
rity in  the  Mediterranean,  as  for  oppofing  any  Force  which 
the  Enemy  might  prepare,  either  at  Vunkirkov  in  the  Ports 
of  Weft  France,  Your  Majefty's  Example  and  R.eadinefs  in 
String  out  Your  Proportion  of  Ships  for  all  Parts  of  that 
Service,  have  been  fo  far  from  prevailing  with  the  States- 
General  to  keep  pace  with  You,  that  they  have  been  De- 
ficient every  Year  to  a  great  Degree,  in  Proportion  to 
what  Your  Majefty  hath  furnilhed,  fometimes  no  lefs  than 
two  Thirds,  and  generally  more  than  Half  of  their  Quota. 
From  hence  Your  Majefty  has  been  obliged,  for  the  pre- 
venting Difppointments  in  the  moft  prelfing  Services,  to 
fupply  thofe  Deficiencies  by  additional  Reinforcements  of 
Your  own  Ships;  Nor  hath  the  fingle  Increafe  of  fuch  a 
Charge  been  the  only  ill  Confequence  that  attended  it ;  for 
by  this  Means,  the  Debt  of  the  Navy  hath  been  inhanced, 
fc  that  the  Difcounts  arifmg  upon  the  Credit  of  it,  havel 
aflfefted  all  other  Parts  of  rhe  Service;   from  the  famel 
Caufe,  Your  Majefty's  Ships  of  War  have  been  forced  inl 
greater  Numbers  to  continue  in  remote  Seas,  and  at  unfea«| 
fonabie  Times  of  the  Year,  to  the  great  Damage  and  De- 
cay of  the  Britijb  Navy:   This  alfo  hath  been  the  Occa* 
fion,  that  Y  ur   Majefty  hath  been  ftreigbtned  in  Yourl 
Convoys  for  Trade,  Your  Coafts  have  been  expofed  fori 
want  of  a  fufficient  Number  of  Cruizers  to  guard  themf 
and  You  have  been  cli  fa  bled  from  annoying  the  Enemy  inl 
their  moft  beneficial  Commerce  with  the  Weft-Indies,  from! 
whence  they  have  received  thofe  valt  Supplies  of  Treafuref 
without  which    they  could  not  have  fupported  the  Ex^ 
pences  of  this  War. 

That  Part  of  the  War  which  hath  been  carried  on  ic 
Flanders,  was  at  firft  immediately  neceffary  to  the  Security 
of  che  States-General,  and  hath  fince  brought  them  grea^ 
Acquiiirions  both  of  Revenue  and  Dominion:  Yet,  even 
there,  the  original  Proportions  have  been  departed  from] 
and,  during  the  Courfe  of  the  W7ar,  have  been  finking  by 
Degrees  on  t>e  Part  of  Holland  ;  fo  that,  in  this  laft  Year! 
we  find  the  Number  in  which  they  fell  fhortof  their  Thre^ 
Fifths  to  Your  Majefty's  Two  Fifths,  to  have  been  Twenty 
Thoufand,  Eight  Hundred  and  Thirty  Seven  Men:    Wc 
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are  notunmindful,  That  in  the  Year  kf&h  a  Treaty  was 
made  between  the  Two  Nations,  for  a  joint  Augmentation 
of  Twenty  Thoufand  Men,  wherein  the  Proportions  were 
varied,  and  England  confented  to  take  Half  upon  itfelf : 
But  it  having  been  annexed,  as  an  exprefs  Condition  to 
the  Grant  of  the  faid  Augmentation  in  Parliament,  That 
the  States-General  fhould  prohibit  all  Trade  and  Com- 
merce with  Frame ;  and  that  Condition  having  not  been 
performed  by  them,  the  Commons  think  it  reaibnable, 
that  the  firft  Rule  of  Three  to  Two  ought  to  have  ta- 
ken Place  again,  as  well  in  that  as  in  other  fubfequent 
Augmentations;  more  efpeciaily  when  they  confider,  that 
the  Revenues  of  thofe  rich  Provinces  which  have  been 
conquered,  would,  if  they  were  duly  applied,  maintain  a 
great  Number  of  new  additional  Forces  againft  the  Com- 
mon Enemy,  notwithftanding  which,  the  States  General 
have  raifed  none  upon  that  Account,  but  make  life  of  thofe 
fre(h  Supplies  of  Money,  only  to  eafe  themfelves  in  the 
Charge  of  their  firft  eftablifti'd  Qjiota. 

As  in  the  Progrefs  of  the  War  in  Flanders,  a  Difpropor- 
tion  was  foon  created,  to  the  Prejudice  of  England,  fo  the 
very  Beginning  of  the  War  in  Portugal  brought  an  une- 
qual Share  of  Burden  upon  us.  For,  altho*  the  Emperor 
and  the  States-General  were  equally  Parties  with  Your 
Majefty  in  the  Treaty  with  the  Ring  of  Portugal,  yet  the 
Emperor  neither  furnifhing  his  Third  Part  of  the  Troops 
and  Subfidies  ftipulated  for,  nor  the  Dutch  confenting  to 
take  an  equal  Share  of  his  Imperial  Majefty's  Defeft  up- 
on themfelves,  Your  Majefty  hath  been  obliged  to  furnifh 
Two  Thirds  of  the  entire  Expencc  created  by  that  Ser- 
vice :  Nor  has  the  Inequality  flopped  there ;  for  ever  finee 
the  Year  One  Thoufand  Seven  Hundred  and  Six,  when  the 
Etiglijh  and  Dutch  Forces  marched  out  of  Portugal  into  Ca* 
ftile,  the  States-General  have  entirely  abandoned  the  War 
in  Portugal^  and  left  Your  Majefty  to  profecute  it  fingly  at 
Your  own  Charge,  which  You  have  accordingly  dune,  by 
replacing  a  greater  Number  of  Troops  there,  than  even 
at  firft  You  took  upon  You  to  provide.  At  the  fame 
time,  Your  Majefty's  generous  Endeavours  for  the  Sup- 
port and  Defence  of  the  King  of  Portugal,  have  been  but  ill 
feconded  by  that  Prince  himfelf;  for  notwithftanding  that 
by  his  Treaty  he  had  obliged  himfelf  to  furniih  Twelve 
Thoufand  Foot,  and  Three  Thoufand  Horfe,  upon  his 
own  Account,  beikies  Eleven  Thoufand  Foot,  and  Two 
Thoufand  Horfe  more,  in  Confideration  of  a  Sublidy  paid 
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to  him  ;  yet>  according  tothebeft  Information  Your  Com- 
mons tan  procure,  it  appears,  That  he  hath  fcarce  at  any 
timefurnifh'd  Thirteen  Thoufand  Men  in  the  Whole. 

In  Spain  the  War  hath  been  yet  more  unequal  and  bur- 
denfome  to  Your  Majefty,  than  in  any  other  Branch  of  it  \ 
for  being  commenced  without  any  Treaty  whatfoever, 
the  Allies  have  almoft  wholly  declined  taking  any  Part  of 
it  upon  themfelves.  A  fmall  Body  of  Englifr  and  Dutch 
Troops  were  feftt  thither,  in  the  Year  170^,  not  as 
being,  thought  fufficient  to  fupport  a  Regular  War,  or  to 
make  the  Conqueft  offolargea  Country,  but  with  a  View 
only  of  aflifting  the  Spaniards  to  fet  King  Chirks  upon  the 
Throne,  occafioned  by  the  great  Affurances  which  were 
given  of  their  Inclinations  to  the  Houfe  of  Auftria:  But 
this  Expectation  failing,  England  was  infenfibly  drawn  into 
an  eftablifhed  War,  un  ier  all  the  Difadvantages  of  the  Di- 
ftance  of  the  Place,  and  the  feeble  Efforts  of  the  other 
Allies.  The  \ccount  we  have  to  lay  before  Your  Maje- 
fty,  upon  this  Head,  is,  That  altho' this  Undertaking  was 
enter'd  upon  *l  the  particular  and  earneft  Requeft  of  the 
Imperial  Court,  and  for  a  Caufe  of  no  lefs  Importance  and 
Concern  to  them,  than  the  Reducing  the  Spanijh  Monar- . 
chy  to  the  Houfe  of  Auftria  ;  yet  neither  the  late  Empe- 
rors, nor  his  prefent  Imperial  Majefty,  have  ever  had  any* 
Forces  here  on  their  own  Account,  till  tne  laft  Year, 
and  then  only  one  Regiment  of  Foot,  confifting  of  Two 
Tfeouiand  Men  :  Thor  the  States-General  have  contribu- 
ted fomeihing  m.  re  to  this  Service,  yet  their  Share  aifo 
hath  been  inconnderable  ;  for  in  the  Space  of  Four  Years, 
from  170$,  to  1707,  b  th  inclulive,  all  the  Forces  they 
have  fent  into  that  Country,  have  not  exceeded  Twelve 
Thoufand  Two  Hundred  Men;  and  from  the  Year  1708, 
to  this  Time,  they  have  n  >t  fent  any  Forces  or  Recruits 
whatfoever.  To  Your  Majefty  5s  Care  and  Charge,  the 
Recovery  of  that  Kingdom  hath  been  in  a  Manner  wholly 
left,  as  if  none  elfe  were  interefted  or  concerned  in  it  ; 
And  the  Forces  which  Your  Majefty  hath  fent  into Spainf 
in  he  Space  of  Seven  Years,  from  One  Thoufand  Seven 
Hundred  and  Five,  to  One  Thoufand  Seven  Hundred  and 
Eleven,  b  th  inclulive,  have  amounted  to  no  lefs  than 
Fifty  Seven  Thoufand  Nine  Hundred  Seventy  Three  Men, 
beiides  Thirteen  Battalions  and  Eighteen -Squadrons,  for 
which  Your  Majefty  hath  paid  a  Subfidy  to  the  Emperor. 
How  great  the  eftablifhed  Expence  of  fuch  a  Number 
of  Men  hath  been,  Your  Majefty  very  well  knows,  and 
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Your  Commons  very  fcnfibly  feel :  But  the  Weight  will 
be  found  much  greater,  when  it  is  confidered  how  many 
heavy  Articles  of  unufual  and  extraordinary  Charge  have 
attended  this  remote  and  difficult  Service ;  all  which  have 
been  entirely  defrayed  by  Your  Majefty,  except  that  one 
of  Tranfporting  the  few  Forces  which  were  fent  by  the 
States-General,  and  the  Victualling  of  them,  during  their 
Tranfportation  only.  The  Accounts  delivered  to  Your- 
Commons  (hew,  That  the  Charge  of  Your  Majefty's  Ships 
and  Veffels,  employed  in  the  Service  of  the  War  in  Spain 
and  TorxugaU  reckoned  after  the  Rate  of  Four  Pounds  a 
Man/w  Month,  from  the  Time  they  failed  from  hence, 
till  they  returned,  were  loft,  or  put  upon  other  Services, 
hath  amounted  to  Six  Millions,  Five  Hundred  and  Forty 
Thoufand,  Nine  Hundred  and  Sixty  Six  Pounds,  Four* 
teen  Shillings.  The  Charge  of  Tranfports,  on  the  Part 
of  Great  Britain,  for  carrying  on  the  War  in  Spain  and  Tor- 
tugah  from  the  Beginning  of  it  till  this  Time,  hath  a- 
mounted  to  One  Million,  Three  Hundred  Thirty  Six 
Thoufand,  Seven  Hundred  and  Nineteen  Pounds,  Nine- 
teen Shillings,  and  Eleven  Pence.  That  of  Victualling 
Land  Forces  for  the  fame  Service,  to  Five  Hundred  Eigh- 
ty Three  Thoufand,  Seven  Hundred  and  Seventy  Pounds, 
Eight  Shillings,  and  Six  Pence  \  and  that  of  Contingencies, 
and  other  Extraordinaries  for  the  fame  Service,  to  One 
Million,  Eight  Hundred  and  Forty  Thoufand,  Three 
Hundred  Fifty  Three  Pounds. 

We  (hould  take  Notice  to  Your  Majefty,  of  feveral 
Sums  paid  upon  Account  of  Contingencies  and  Extraordi- 
naries in  Flanders,  making  together  the  Sum  of  One  Milli- 
on, One  Hundred  and  Seven  Thoufand,  Ninety  Six 
Pounds ;  But  we  are  notable  to  make  any  Comparifonof 
them,  with  what  the  States-General  have  expended  upon 
the  lame  Head,  having  no  fuch  State  of  their  extraordi- 
nary  Charge  before  us.  There  remains,  therefore,  but 
one  Particular  more  for  Your  Majefty's  Obfervation, 
which  arifesfrom  the  Subfidies  paid  to  Foreign  Princes: 
Thefe,  at  the  Beginning  of  the  War,  were  borne  in  equal 
Proportion  by  Your  Majefty  and  the  States- General ; 
but  in  this  Inftance  alfo  the  Balance  hath  been  caft  in 
Prejudice  of  Your  Majefty  :  For  it  appears,  That  Your 
Majefty  hath  iince  advanced  more  than  Your  equal  Pro- 
portion, Three  Millions,  One  Hundred  and  Fircy  Five 
Thoufand  Crowns,  beiides  Extraordinaries  paid  in  Italy, 
and  not  included  iu  any  of  the  foregoing  Articles,  which 
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arife  to  Five  Hundred  Thirty  Nine  Thoufend,  Five  Hun- 
dred Fif  y  Three  Pounds. 

We  have  laid  thefe  feverai  Particulars  before  Your  Ma- 
jefty, in  the  ftnrceft  Manner  we  have  been  able  ;  and  by 
an  Eftimate  grounded  on  the  preceding  Fafts,  it  does 
appear,  That  over  and  above  the  Quota's  on  the  Part  of 
Great  Britain,  anfwering  to  thofe  contributed  by  Your  Al- 
lies, more  than  Nineteen  Millions  have  been  expended  by 
Your  Majefty  during  the  Courfe  of  this  War,  by  way  of 
Surpiufage  or  Exceeding,  in  Balance  of  which,  none  of 
the  Confederates  have  fur nifhed  any  thing  whatfoever. 

It  is  with  very  great  Concern,  that  we  find  fo  much  Oc- 
cafion  given  us  to  reprefent,  how  ill   an  life  hath  been 
made  of  Your  Majefty's  and  Your  Subjefts  Zeal  for  the 
Common  Caufe,  that  the  Intcreft  of  that  Caufe  hath  not 
been  proportionably  promoted  by  it,  but  others  only  have 
been  eafed  at  Your  Majefty's  and  Your  Subjefts  Coft,  and 
have  been  connived  at  in  laying  their  Part  of  the  Bur- 
den upon  this  Kingdom,  altho*  they  have  upon  ail  Ac- 
counts been  equally,  and,  in  moft  rcfpefts,   much  more 
nearly  concern'd,  than  Britain,  in  the  Iffue  of  the  Wan 
We  are  perfuaded,  Your  Majefty  will  think  it  pardon- 
able  in  us,    with  fome  Refentment  to   complain  of  the 
little  Regard  which  fome  of  thofe,  whom  Your  Majefty 
of  late  Years  entrufted,  have  fhewn  to  the  Interefts.  of 
their  Country,  in  giving  way,  at  lea  ft,  to  fuch  unreafonabie 
Impofitions  upon  it,  if  not  in  fome  Meafure  contriving 
them  :   The  Courfe  of  which    Impofuions  hath  been  16 
Angular  and  extraordinary,  that  the  more  the  Wealth  of 
this  Nation  hath  been  exhaufted,  and  the  more  Your 
Majefty's  Arms  have   been  attended  with  Snccefs,    the 
heavier  hath  been  the  Burden  laid  upon  us;  whilft  on  the 
other   hand,  the  more  vigorous  Your  Majefty's  Efforts 
have  been,  and  the  greater  the  Advantages  which  have 
redounded  thence  to  your  Allies,  the  more  thofe  Allies 
have  abated  in  their  Share  of  the  Expence. 

At  the  firft  Entrance  into  this  War,  the  Commons  were 
induced  to  exert  themfelves  in  the  extraordinary  Man- 
ner they  did,  and  to  grant  fuch  large  Supplies,  as  had 
been  unknown  to  former  Ages,  in  hopes  thereby  to  pre- 
vent the  Mifchiefs  of  a  Lingring  War,  and  to  bring  that, 
in  which  they  were  neceffarily  engaged,  to  a  fpeedy  Con- 
clulion  :  But  they  have  been  very  unhappy  in  the  Event, 
whilft  they  have  fo  much  Reafon  to  fufpect,  That  what 
was  intended  to  fhorten  the  War,  hath  proved  the  very 

Caufe 


(») 

Caufe  of  its  long  Continuance;  for  thofe  to  whom  the 
Profits  of  it  have  accrued,  have  not  been  difpofed  eafily 
to  forego  them :  And  Your  Majefty  will  from  thence  dif- 
cern  the  true  Reafon,  why  fo  many  have  delighted  in  a 
War,  which  brought  in  fo  rich  an  Harveft  Yearly  from 
Great  Britain. 

We  are  as  far  from  defiring,  as  we  know  Your  Majefty 
will  be  from  concluding,  any  Peace,  but  upon  (afe  and 
honourable  Terms;  And  we  are  far  from  intending  to 
excufe  ourfelves  from  raifing  all  neceffary  and  pofiible 
Supplies  for  an  efFe&ual  Profecution  of  the  War,  till  fuch 
a  Peace  can  be  obtained.  All  that  Your  Faithful  Com- 
mons aim  at,  All  that  they  wifh,  is,  an  equal  Concurrence 
from  the  other  Powers  engaged  in  Alliance  with  Your 
Majefty,  and  a  juft  Application  of  what  hath  been  alrea- 
dy gained  from  the  Enemy  towards  promoing  the  Com- 
mon-Caufe.  Several  large  Countries  and  Territories 
have  been  reftored  to  the  Houfe  of  Auflria ;  fuch  as  the 
Kingdom  of  Naples,  the  Dutchy  of  M/'to,  and  other  Pla- 
ces in  Italy:  Others  have  been  conquered,  and  added  to 
their  Dominions,  as  the  Two  Electorates  of  Bavaria  and 
Cologrty  the  Dutchy  of  Mamua,  and  the  Bifhoprick  of 
Liege\  Thefe  having  been  reduced  in  great  Meafure  by 
our  Blood  and  Treafure,  may,  we  humbly  conceive,  with 
great  Reafon,  be  claimed  to  come  in  Aid  towards  carry- 
ing on  the  War  in  Spain  \  And  therefore  we  make  it  our 
earneft  Requeft  to  Your  Majefty,  That  You  will  give  In- 
ftruftions  to  Your  Minifters  to  infift  with  the  Emperor, 
that  the  Revenues  of  thofe  feverai  Places,  excepting  only 
fuch  a  Portion  thereof  as  is  neceffary  for  their  Defence,  be 
actually  fo  applied.  And  as  to  the  other  Parts  of  the 
War,  to  which  Your  Majefty  hath  obliged  Yourfeif  by 
particular  Treaties  to  contribute,  we  humbly  befeech  Your 
Majefty,  That  You  will  be  pieafed  to  take  effe&ual  Care 
that  Your  Allies  do  perform  their  Parts  ftipulared  by 
thofe  Treaties;  And  that  Your  Majefty  will,  for  the  fu- 
ture, no  otherwife  furnifh  Troops,  or  pay  Subfidi^  than 
in  Proportion  to  what  Your  Allies  (hall  aftuall/  furniih 
and  pay.  When  this  Juitkre  is  done  to  YcurMajefty, 
and  to  Your  People,  there  is  nothing  which  Y~m  Com- 
mons will  not  chearfully  grant,  towards  fuppornng  Your 
Majefty  in  the  Caufe  in  which  You  are  engaged*  And 
whatever  farther  ftiall  appear  to  be  necctTary  to:  carrying 
on  he  War,  either  at  Sea  or  Land,  we  will  effUtuall}  en- 
able  Your  Majefty  to  bear  Your  reafoaaDle  Share  of  any 
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fuch  Expence,  and  will    fpare  no  Supplies  which  Yoiir 
Subjects  are  able,  with  their  utmoft  Efforts,  to  afford. 

After  having  enquired  into,  and  confider'd  the  State  of 
the  War,  in  which  the  Part  Your  Ma  jelly  has  borne  ap- 
pears to  have  been  not  only  fuperior  to  that  of  any  one 
Aily>  but  even  equal  to  that  of  the  whole  Confederacy  ; 
Your  Commons  naturally  inclined  to  hope,that  they  fhoukt 
find,  Care  had  been  taken  of  fecuring  fome  particular 
Advantages  to  Britain,  in  the  Terms  of  a  future  Peace  ; 
fuch  as  might  afford  a  Profpeft  of  making  the  Nation 
amends  in,  time  for  that  immenfe  Treafure  which  hath 
been  expended,  and  thofe  heavy  Debts  which  have  been 
contracted  in  the  Courfe  of  fo  long  and    burdenfome  a 
War.  This  reafonable  Expe&ation  could  no  way  have  been 
better  anfwered,  than  by  fome  Provifion  made  For  the  far- 
ther Security,  and  the  greater  Improvement,  of  the  Com- 
merce of  Great  Britain  t  But  we  find  ourfelves  fo  very  far 
difappointed  in  thefe  Hopes,  that  in  a  Treaty  not  long- 
fince  concluded  between  Your  Majefty  and  the  States-Ge- 
neral, under   Colour  of  a  mutual   Guaranty  given  for 
two  Points  of  the  greateft  Importance  to  both  Nations, 
the  Succeffion  and  the  Barrier,  it  appears,  the  Intereft  of 
Great  Britain  hath  been  not  only  negle&ed,  but  facrificed ; 
and  that  feverai  Articles  in  the  faid  Treaty  aredeftru&ive 
to  the  Trade  and  Welfare  of  this  Kingdom,  and  therefore 
highly  dilhonourable  to  Your  Majefty. 

Your  Commons  obferve,  in  the  firft  place,  That  feverai 
Towns  and  Places  are,  by  Virtue  of  this  Treaty,  to  be 
put  into  the  Hands  of  the  States-General  ;  particularly 
Newport,  Vender mond,  and  the  Caftle  of  Ghent  •,  which  can, 
in  no  Senfe,  be  look'd  upon  as  Part  of  a  Barrier  againft 
France  •>  but  being  the  Keys  of  the  Netherlands  towards  2?ri- 
tain,  muft  make  the  Trade  of  Your  Majefty's  Subje&s  in 
thofe  Parts  precarious;  and  whenever  the  States  think  fit, 
totally  exclude  them  from  it.  The  pretended  Neceflity 
of  putting  thefe  Places  into  the  Hands  of  the  States-Gene- 
ral, in  order  to  fecufe  to  them  a  Communication  with 
their  Barrier,  muft  appear  vain  and  groundiefs  :  For  the 
Sovereignty  of  the  Low-Countries  being  not  to  remain  to  an 
Enemy,  but  to  a  Friend  and  an  Ally,  that  Communica- 
tion muft  be  always  fecure,  and  uninterrupted :  Befides 
that,  in  Cafe  of  a  Rupture,  or  an  Attack,  the  States  have 
full  Liberty  allowed  them  to  take  Poffcffion  of  all  the  Spa- 
vifo  Netherlands,  and  therefore  needed  no  particular  Sti* 
puiation  for  the  Towns  abovementioned. 
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Having  taken  Notice  of  this  Conceffion  made  to  the 
States-General  for  feizing  upon  the  whole  Ten  Provinces, 
we  cannot  but  obferve  to  Your  Majefty,  That  in  the  Man- 
ner this  Article  is  framed,  it  is  another  dangerous  Circum- 
ftance  which  attends  this  Treaty  :  For  had  fuch  a  Provi- 
fion  been  confined  to  the  Cafe  or  an  apparent  Attack  from 
Frame  only,  the  avowed  Defign  of  this  Treaty  had  been 
fulfilled,  and  Your  Majefty's  Inftruttions  to  Your  Ambaf- 
fador  had  been  purfued  :  But  this  neceffary  Reftri&ion 
hath  been  omitted  ;  and  the  fame  Liberty  is  granted  to 
the  States  to  take  Poffeffion  of  all  the  Netherlands^  when- 
ever they  (hall  think  themfclves  attack'd  by  any  other 
Neighbouring  Nation,  as  when  they  (hall  be  in  Danger 
from  France^  fo  that,  if  it  fhould  at  any  time  happen 
(which  Your  Commons  are  very  unwilling  to  fuppofej  that 
they  (hould  quarrel  even  with  Your  Majefty;  the  BLiches5 
Strength,  and  advantageous  Situation  of  theft  Countries 
may  be  made  ufe  of  againft  Yourfelf,  without  whofe  ge- 
nerous and  powerful  Affiftance  they  had  never  been  con? 
quered. 

To  return  to  thofe  ill  Confequences  which  relate  to  the 
Trade  of  Your  Kingdoms,  we  beg  Leave  to  obferve  to 
Your  Majefty,  That  tho'  this  Treaty  revives  and  renders 
Your  Majefty  a  Party  to  the  Fourteenth  and  Fifteenth 
Articles  ot  the  Treaty  of  Munfker,  by  Virtue  of  which, 
the  Impofitions  upon  all  Goods  and  Merchandizes  brought 
into  the  Spanifh  Low-Countries  by  the  Sea  are  to  equal  thofe 
laid  on  Gouds  and  Merchandizes  imported  by  the  Scheldt 
and  the  Canals  of  Safs  and  Svyn,  and  other  Mouths  of  the 
Sea  adjoining )  Yet  no  Care  is  taken  to  preferve  that  Equa- 
lity upon  the  Exportation  of  thofe  Goods  out  of  the  Spa- 
tiijb  Provinces,  into  thofe  Countries  and  Places,  which  by 
Virtue  of  this  Treaty  are  to  be  in  the  Poffeffion  of  the 
States.  The  Confcquence  of  which  muft  in  time  be,  and 
Your  Commons  are  informed  that  in  fome  Inftances  it  has 
already  proved  to  be  the  Cafe,  that  the  Impoutions  upon 
Goods  carried  into  thofe  Countries  and  Places  by  the  sub- 
jects of  the  States-General,  will  be  taken  oiF,  whiilt  thofe 
upon  the  Goods  imported  by  Your  Ma  jelly's  Subjects  re- 
main; by  which  Means  Great  Britain  will  entirely  ioie  this 
ifcoft  beneficial  Branch  of  Trade,  winch  it  hath  been  in  all 
Ages  poffefs'd  of,  even  from  the  Time  when  thofe  Coun- 
tries were  govern'dby  the  Houfe  of  -i.urgundy,  one  of  the 
moft  ancient,  as  well  as  the  moft  ufcful,  Allies  to  the 
Crown  of  England. 

With 


With  regard  to  the  other  Dominions  and  Territories  of 
Spain,  Your  Majefty's  Subje&s  have  always  been  diftin- 
guifh'd  in  their  Commerce  with  them,  and  both  by  an- 
cient Treaties,  and  an  uninterrupted  Cuftom,  have  enjoy* 
ed  greater  Privileges  and  Immunities  of  Trade,  than  ei- 
ther the  Hollanders,  or  any  other  Nation  whatfoever.  And 
that  wife  and  excellent  Treaty  of  the  Grand  Alliance  pro- 
vides effectually  for  the  Security  and  Continuance  of  thefe 
valuable  Privileges  to  Britain,  in  fuch  a  Manner,  as  that 
each  Nation  might  be  left  at  the  End  of  the  War  upon  the 
fame  Foot  as  it  flood  at  the  Commencement  of  it.  But 
rills  Treaty  we  now  complain  of,  inftead  of  confirming 
Your  Subje&s  Rights,  furrenders  and  deftroysthem :  For, 
altho'  by  the  Sixteenth  and  Seventeenth  Articles  of  the 
Treaty  of  Munfter,  made  between  his  Catholick  Majefty 
and  the  States-General,  all  Advantages  of  Trade  are 
Stipulated  for,  and  granted  to  the  Hollanders^  equal  to 
what  the  Eifglijb  enjoyed ;  yet,  the  Crown  of  England  not 
being  a  Party  to  that  Treaty,  the  Subjefts  of  England  have 
never  fuhmirted  ro  thofe  Articles  of  it,  nor  even  the  Spa- 
niards themfelves  ever  obferved  them:  But  this  Treaty 
revive?  thofe  Articles  in  Prejudice  of  Great  Britain,  and 
makes  Your  Majefty  a  Party  to  them,  and  even  a  Gua- 
rantee to  the  States-General  for  Privileges  againft  Your 
own  People. 

In  how  deliberate  and  extraordinary  a  Manner  Your 
Majefty's  Ambafladorconfented  to  deprive  Your  Subjefts 
of  their  ancient  Rights,  and  Your  Majefty  of  the  Power 
of  procuring  to  them  any  new  Advantage,  moft  evidently 
appears  from  his  own  Letters,  which,  by  Your  Majefty's 
Directions,  have  been  laid  before  Your  Commons:  For 
when  Matters  of  Advantage  to  Your  Majefty  and  to  Your 
Kingdom  had  been  offered  as  proper  to  be  made  Parts  of 
this  Treaty,  they  were  refufed  to  be  admitted  by  the 
States-General,  upon  this  Reafon  and  Principle,  That  no- 
thing  Foreign  to  the  Guaranties  of  the  Succeffion,  and 
of  the  Barrier,  fhould  be  mingled  with  them ;  notwith- 
ftanding  which,  the  States-General  had  no  fooner  recei- 
ved Notice  of  a  Treaty  of  Commerce  concluded  between 
Your  Majefty  and  the  prefent  Emperor,  but  they  departed 
from  the  Rule  propofed  before,  and  infifted  upon  the  Arti- 
cle of  which  Your  Commons  now  complain,  which  Article 
Your  Majefty's  A mbaffador  allowed  of,  altho*  equally  Fo- 
reign to  the  Succeffion,  or  the  Barrier;  and  altho'  he  had 
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for  that  Reafon  departed  from  other  Articles  which  would 
have  been  for  the  Service  of  his  own  Country. 

We  have  forborn  to  trouble  Your  Majefty  with  ge- 
neral Obfervations  upon  this  Treaty,  as  it  relates  to, 
and  affefts  the  Empire,  and  other  Parts  of  Europe.  The 
Mifchiefs  which  arife  from  it  to  Great  Britain  are  what  on- 
ly we  have  prefumed  humbly  to  reprefentto  You.  As  they 
are  very  evident,  and  very  great;  and  as  it  appears  that 
the  Lord  Vifcount  fownjhend  had  not  any  Orders  or  Au- 
thority for  concluding  feveral  of  thofe  Articles  which  are 
moft  prejudicial  to  Your  Majefty's  Subjefts,  we  have 
thought  we  could  do  no  lefs,  than  declare  Your  faid  Am- 
baffador,  who  negotiated  and  figned,  and  all  others  who 
advifed  the  Ratifying  of  this  Treaty,  Enemies  to  Your 
Majefty  and  Your  Kingdom. 

Upon  thefe  faithful  Informations  and  Advices  from 
Your  Commons,  we  affure  onrfelves,  Your  Majefty,  in 
Your  great  Goodnefs  to  Your  People,  will  refcue  them 
from  thofe  Evils,  which  the  private  Counfcls  of  ill-defign'. 
ing  Men  have  expofed  them  to  ;  And  that  in  Your  great 
Wifdom  You  will  find  fome  Means  for  the  explaining  and 
amending  the  feveral  Articles  of  this  Treaty,  fo  as  that 
they  may  confift  with  the  Intereft  of  Great  Britain,  and 
with  a  real  and  lafting  Friendship  between  Your  Majefty 
and  the  States-General. 


Her  Majefty's  Moft  Gracious  Anfwer. 

nrH  IS  Reprefentation  is  a  farther  Inflance  of 
*-  that  Dutiful  Affeliion  to  My  Service,  and 
Concern  for  the  Publici  Intereft,  which  this 
Houfetff  Commons  has  always  (hewn. 

Tou  may  be  affured,  That  I  will  give  fuch 
Orders,  as  Jhall  effectually  anfwer  what  Tou 
deftre  of  Me  in  every  Particular. 


B 


T  Virtue  of  an  Order  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
1  /  do  appoint  Samuel  Keble   and  Henry  Qe- 

pients  to  Trim  this  Reprefentation  \  And  that  no  o- 

fher  Per  fan  pre  fume  to  Print  the  fame. 

W.  Bromley  Speaker., 


The  humble  representation  of  the 
House  of  Commons  to  the  Queen. 
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